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Ladies and Gentlemen,  

Dear guests, 

„Elie Wiesel” National Institut for the Studies on the Holocaust in Romania  has 

the honour to be the partner with United States Holocaust Memorial Museum in 

this project which, without any exaggeration, is pioneering. It is the first time when 

Romania hosts an international meeting of experts on Holocaust in Central and 

Eastern Europe. As you all know, this part of Europe was extremely troubled 70 

years ago, when the Jewish population lost its right to live. 

Today we have the opportunity to pave the way towards comparative analyses 

which enhance the power of knowledge and understanding of a tragic history. In 

our opinion, understanding by making comparisons is a powerful tool to overcome 

prejudices that very often cloud the reception of Holocaust. I am even more 

convinced of the usefulness of this conference as, a few days ago, in a national 

newspaper, a historian started to breakdown the myths about Romania's recent 

history, thus succeeding actually in sending a pooriy understood message on the 

Holocaust to mass-media. 

The destruction of the Jews took place in Romania, Hungary, Bulgaria, Ukraina, 

and Poland, but not only here. The responsibility was Hitler’s, Antonescu’s and 

Horthy’s, but not only theirs. I suggest you to mutually observe both joint actions 

or strategies and particular issues pertaining to national political regimes of the 

time. 

At the same time, I hope this conference will provide an incentive for analyzing the 

reception of the Holocaust and assuming its history, in all of these countries. There 

are ups and downs everywhere. I am convinced that current manifestations of anti-

Semitism are also based on the level of maturity that the civil society displays 

when thinking about the hundreds of thousands of Jewish and Roma victims and 
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the disabled people who were killed as a result of the policies of those European 

countries where the Nazis, their allies or their collaborators governed. 

In Central and Eastern Europe, with a fragile democracy and a modern civic 

consciousness in a hybrid status, the denial or downplaying of the Holocaust and 

the reactivation of inter-war fascisms are both a reality we must reflect on. Along 

with extreme nationalism and xenophobia, such realities are a major risk factor for 

regional security which is already precarious. In Romania, as in other European 

countries, there is  legislation against denial of the Holocaust or the cult of war 

criminals in public space. What we lack is, in our opinion, the institutional and 

civic culture that must support this legislation. 

Today, the history lesson entitled ’Holocaust’ is perhaps the most important lesson 

of ethics, political science or humanistic philosophy that should be taught in 

schools and universities. That is why we designed this symposium as particularly 

being a dialogue between young researchers and targeting the younger generation, 

uninhibited by the myths produced by yesterday’s totalitarian political regimes. 

Thank you. 


